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too, and men of letters are working for the good
of humanity rather than for their own pecuniary
advantage. Surely they, too, might be free from
this dishonoring statute."

At once Napoleon agreed. And even now it is
impossible in France to make an artist or man of
letters or scientist or officer in the army or navy
a bankrupt.

That in itself would be enough to lift the Code
Napoleon above every other code of laws yet
framed among civilized men.

Napoleon, too, built the great roads that fur-
row France, enlarged the canal system, instituted
a forestry department, and in fact did more for
the French than all their kings and rulers put
together.

I have put no shadows into this sketch, though
they are numerous and dark enough-. Napoleon
not only lied habitually but habitually attributed
his own blunders to his best generals as Berna*
dotte; he couldn't help drinking co/Tee though it
gave him acute indigestion; he was too readily
familiar with pretty girls who would allow liber-
ties or even beg for them. Graver accusations of
this sort have been brought against him. The
story went that he was intimate with Hortense
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